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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1 )H Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 February 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 
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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 2/9/06 
has been entered. 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 9, 47 , 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, and 57 are rejected 

under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US patent No. 6,614,781 (Elliott). 

Regarding claim 9 , Elliott discloses a communication network, comprising: local 
communication links ( Local links between users 102, 120, 122 and 124 and 
facilities126 , 130, 128 and 132 in Fig. 1), a plurality of separately located central office 
switching systems ( Soft Switch 204 located within soft switch sites 104 col 24 line 
34) interconnected via trunk circuits ( trunk circuits interconnecting switch sites 104 and 



Application/Control Number: 09/781 ,922 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2661 

104 and gateway sites 108 and 110 respectively) for selectively providing switched call 
connections between at least two of the local communication links( col 18 lines 34-36, 
col 19 lines 44-49) . A signaling communication system ( Signaling network 1 14 in Fig. 
1) including at least one signaling network element ( Signaling Gateway located within 
switch site 5104 in Fig. 1 , col 24 lines 34-35) , the signaling communication system 
configured to provide two-way communications of control data messages between and 
among the central office switching systems and the signaling network element 
( Signaling network 114 provides two way communication between central office i.e. 
switches 104 and 104 and Signaling gateway 208). The signaling communication 
system interconnecting the central office switching systems and said signaling network 
element ( Signaling network 1 14 in Fig. 1 interconnecting soft switch 204 and Signaling 
gateway 208 located within switch site 104-) ; a signaling gateway, separate from the 
central office switching systems, and connected to the signaling communications 
system ( Signaling gateway 208 separate from soft switch 204 - both located within site 
104 - and separate from signaling network 114 in Fig. 1), the signaling gateway 
including an interface connected to a remote communications network ( telephone 
network including users 120 and 122 in Fig. 1) and configured to exchange control 
data messages ( col 16 lines 9-10) between the remote communication network ( 
telephone network formed by users 102, 120, 122 and 124 in Fig. 1) and the signaling 
communication system ( Signaling network 114 in Fig. 1) and exchanges control 
messages , and a signaling screening system , separate from the central office 
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switching systems ( Signaling screening system , col 39 lines 14-17) , the signaling 
system configured to determine if control data messages are proper 
( Gateway screening software feature located within STPs 250 and 250 within switch 
104 in Fig. 1 .Screening can be performed on all in-bound messages from another 
network. Gateway screening can also be performed on all outgoing network 
management messages, col 39 lines 18-25). 

Regarding claim 47, Elliott discloses a method of interfacing control links of respective 
communication networks, comprising the steps of: exchanging control data messages 
(i.e. control messages col 16 lines 9-10) between a remote communication network and 
a local signaling communication system ( telephone remote network formed by users 
102, 120, 122 and 124 and signaling network 114 in Fig. 1); interpreting control data 
messages to determine whether it is appropriate with respect to a destination point code 
( col 34 lines 42-45) of the control data message and, in response, determining if the 
control data messages are proper ( said interpreting and determination will be provided 
by the signaling screening system located within STP 250 within soft switch 104 in Fig. 
1, col 39 lines 14-17 .Screening can be performed on all in-bound messages from 
another network. Gateway screening can also be performed on all outgoing network 
management messages, col 39 lines 18-25). and communicating control data messages 
between central office switching systems ( soft switches 204 and 204 - located within 
switch site 104 and 106 in Fig, 1-); and providing switched call connections between at 
least two of the local communication links in response to said control data messages 
(switched called connections to at least links to users 102 and 122 in fig. 1). 



Application/Control Number: 09/781 ,922 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2661 

Elliot did not specifically disclose said signaling screening system being a 
signaling monitor system neither in the same embodiment disclosing a memory storing 
a state of the signaling communication system, as in claim 9 ; neither securely 
interfacing links in the network, as in claim 47. 

However Elliott disclosed said system having a message screening software ( col 
39 lines 14-17). and in a separate embodiment discloses a SCP 610 linked to the STP 
that is where the screening takes place. The SCP in this particular embodiment in Fig. 6 
can provide database functions to provide signaling features of the SS7 signaling 
network including storing diverse information ( Col 84 lines 20-25) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to provide the storage means of the embodiment disclosed in 
Fig. 6 could be provided to the first embodiment shown in Fig. 2A-1 and that the 
signaling screening system disclosed by Elliott could be modify in order to have the 
system screening messages for format and proper authorization [ contextually 
proper ] and the like, in order to have the system supporting user definitions of up to 
64 screen sets , each screen set can accommodate condition statements or rules 
statements or rules with the gateway screening software, as in claim 9. In addition, it 
would have been obvious that said screening system would have provided a secure 
way to interface the links in the network, as in claim 47. 

The motivation to do so is of obtaining a system for implementing packet 
switched communications for voice and data call that do no require special or dedicated 
access lines and still is capable of performing a secure way. 
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Regarding claim 52, Elliott discloses converting a protocol of the control 
messages between a protocol of said remote network and a protocol of the signaling 
network ( signaling gateway site 108 in Fig. 2A-2 includes trunking gateway TG 232 
access gateway 238, NAS 228 does provide conversion for co-carrier and group D 
trunk, col 25 lines 15-18 and 30-35) . 

Regarding claim 53, Elliott discloses one of the protocols Is an SS7 compliant 
protocol ( i.e SS7 gateways in the network, col 33 line 15). 

Regarding claim 54, Elliott discloses one of the protocol is in an IP format ( col 31 
line 32). 

Regarding claim 55, Elliott discloses the screening system is configured to 
monitor information contained in an MTP layer of said control messages ( col 33 lines 
43-45). 

Regarding claim 56, Elliot discloses the information message includes a 
destination point , an origination point ( message includes origination and destination 
points). 

Regarding claim 57, the interpreting includes monitoring of an ISDN User part 
[ISUP] message ( col 33 line 53). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, filed on 2/9/06, with respect to claim 1 , 4 and 7 have 
been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of these claims has been 
withdrawn. 
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Applicant's arguments with regard claims 9 and 47 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Regarding claim 9 Applicant argues that Elliot doe not disclose a 
memory to store state of the signaling communication system,( Page 19 of the response 
Second Paragraph line 3). Examiner disagrees since Elliot discloses an SCPO that 
performs as a database in one of the embodiments and stores information about the 
signaling system. See Elliott Col 84 lines 20-25. 

Regarding claim 47 applicant argue that Elliot does not describe determining 
appropriateness with respect to a "destination point code" of a message. Examiner 
disagrees since Elliot disclose the appropriateness of a message in respect to both the 
origination and destination point codes of a message with respect to both an origination 
and destination point code. See col 34 lines 42-45. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-7, 11, 18, 20, 22-25, 37-42 are allowed. 

4. 1 1- 17, 19, 26-27, 29-32, 34-36, 43-46, 48-51 and 58-76 are objected to 
as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claim. 
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Conclusion 

5. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 
(571)273-8300 

(for formal communications intended for entry, for informal or draft communications, 
please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 220 South 20 th Street, Crystal 
Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1B03, Arlington, Va 22202 (Customer Window). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ricardo Pizarro whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3077. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 AM to 5:30 
PM. . 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hassan Kizou can be reached on (571) 272-3088 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



2/16/2006 
Ricardo Pizarro 
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